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Such was the picture on its sunny side, but
it had its dark side as well. In the world of
thought, though as yet they worked in secret,
the spirits of denial and of materialism were
already active. Deism was dead and done with.
What the Christian had now to meet was
Atheism. And in social life as well this creed
had its counterpart. It was all very good that
the world should i fill with commerce/ and magic
argosies be laden ' with costly bales ;' but the
cultus of trade and industry, as it was then
practically adopted, looked under certain aspects
like the most sordid and heathen Mammon-
worship. The august and inspiring spectacle of
universal progress was in clanger of changing
itself into that of a struggle for base luxury,
None of these facts were lost upon Mr. Tenny-
son. He knew his generation both in its good
and evil; but he believed the good principle to
be the stronger of the two, and he tried to show
his generation where its own strength lay.

To this end he has dwelt throughout all
his works on certain modes of life and on cer-
tain moral qualities. He has tried to exhibit
by every means in his power their beauty and
their sanctity ; he has contrasted them with